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suffering from nephritis.   Shortly afterwards the Emperor
went to Yalta, where he was treated by the renowned Ger-
man specialist, Leiden.   Both of these physicians later told
me that though Alexander III displayed a very cheerful
and even temperament, he was an extremely difficult patient
to handle on account of his utter lack of faith in medicine.
Just before the Emperor left for Yalta I found it neces-
sary to go abroad to Vichy, where 1 stayed a few weeks;
On my return, I immediately communicated with His Maj-
esty, as was customary, requesting his permission to resume
my work as Minister of Finances.   His formal consent came
promptly by telegraph.    Some time after the Emperor
passed away, I inquired at the Court for the original of
this telegram because I desired to have it as a remembrance
if it had been written by His Majesty personally.   Such was
in fact the case and I now have the message in my archive.
Although composed only about ten days before his death,
it is written in a very firm hand.   It was the last communi-
cation to me from the Emperor.
As his end drew near, Alexander III became very anx-
ious to have the Crown Prince wed and he accordingly
sent him to fetch the Princess of Darmstadt as his bride.
The Emperor waited impatiently for the Prince's return
and was, I have been told, supremely happy when the pair
arrived, although he had refused his consent to the match
on a previous occasion.
On October 19 (31), as the result of an alarming report
from Yalta regarding His Majesty's critical condition, a
special prayer was ordered at the Kazan Cathedral
Members of all classes of the population, including the
students, thronged the church and prayed fervently for the
Czar's life. The next day the people received the sad news
that the Emperor had passed away. He died with beautiful
equanimity, mindful only of the welfare of the dear ones
left behind.